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The concept of complementary to national criminal jurisdiction is an 
indicator that the work of this court will not greatly decrease the role of 
states. Nevertheless, it cannot be ignored that establishing such an 
international body reveals the conflict between sovereignty and human 
rights. Consequently, the definition of State Sovereignty takes primarily into 
account human rights – specifically sovereignty of individuals. 
What is really emphasized here is that establishing the ICC involves an 
attempt to redefine the principle of sovereignty to give more attention to the 
issue of individual rights.   
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